31 October 2017

STATEMENT BY Majlisul Ulama Zimbabwe MUZ
(Council of Islamic Scholars) on the MuŌi Menk issue
We have been following with regret and dismay the news on social media regarding the
ban imposed on our Senior Mu i, Dr Ismail Menk, by the authori es in Singapore, who
allegedly claimed his preaching to be divisive and unfit for mul ‐cultural, mul ‐religious
Singapore.
The allega ons are based on an inaccurate percep on of one of his lectures where they
concluded that our Mu i prohibits gree ng people of other faiths on their religious
fes vals such as saying Merry Christmas or Happy Diwali. This, according to them, is
deemed divisive.
We would like to place on record that our Mu i has never prohibited gree ng others
during their fes vals. However, he has maintained that the wording should be inclusive
to ensure that it is agreeable to all. In his opinion, gree ngs such as Happy Holidays,
Seasons Gree ngs, Have a Good Day are fine.
To claim that his preaching is divisive because of this is unfortunate, unfair and seems to
be done without understanding the middle ground he has always taught in this regard.
We are aware of a very short edited clip that was used to prove the allega on against
our Mu i. The en re sermon was not heard. This, we believe is the reason why such a
misguided decision was made.
Mu i Menk has been an asset to mul ‐cultural, mul ‐religious Zimbabwe where we
have never seen any religious tension. Similarly, he has proven his value on the world
stage and in similar se ngs.
Mu i Menk has played a pivotal role in the global war on extremism by maintaining a
very balanced approach and educa ng the Muslims regarding their duty to respect
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people of other faiths and inclina ons.

Among the Muslims too, MuŌi Menk has been a breath of fresh air, strongly promoƟng
the respect of other Muslim sects.
Guided by our MuŌi, we serve on several interfaith boards working with members of
most religious denominaƟons and we enjoy the best relaƟons.
Our MuŌi has very good relaƟons with leaders and people of other faiths.
MuŌi Menk is himself a graduate of a ChrisƟan College in Harare and holds a doctorate of
Social Guidance from a ChrisƟan University.
We place on record that he has never said it is “blasphemous” to greet others during their
fesƟvals. He teaches that everyone has the same right to celebrate their fesƟvals, without
any fear or restricƟon.
We urge those concerned to listen to some of his sermons in full and not an edited clip of
a few minutes. These talks are available online. Follow him on TwiƩer, Facebook or
Instagram to see the moderate path he has chosen.
We stand with our MuŌi and are very proud of his achievements and guidance over the
last two decades.
Yours sincerely

Shaikh Umar Phiri
President of MUZ
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